Thank you for your interest in Look at the Man—a
year-long study in the life of Christ.

The pages which follow include:
A “Member Manual” that explains this program
(8 pages)
A sample sermon/class outline (4 pages)
A sample handout (4 pages)

Again, thank you for your interest in our material. If
you have questions or want to place an order, contact
us at:

e-mail: lookpress@aol.com

phone: (800) 863-5665

1730 Coachman’s Court
Brentwood, TN 37027
800-863-5665
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People have wondered about Jesus of Nazareth
from the beginning. Thereligious leaders of his
own day thought he was a fraud. The crowds
believed himto beaprophet. Hisdisciplesclaimed
hewasthe Son of God. Twothousand yearslater,
people are still trying to figure Jesus out.

What you conclude about Jesus may be the most
important decision you ever make. Christ is not
nearly sointerested in what you believe about his
teaching or hislife as heisin what you believe
about hisidentity. WhoisthisJesus? What claim
does he have on your life? What will you do with
him? If you get Jesus right, he promises that
everything elsewill comeout right aswell. If you
get Jesus wrong, nothing else really matters.

Unfortunately, there are many people who have
gotten Jesus wrong. Though they may go to
church every week, they do not know who Jesus
isor what he taught or how helived. They clam
tobelieveafew things about Jesus, but they don’t
really know him. They have been told some
“Jesus-stories,” but they have never taken the
timeto look at him for themselves.

Thereisaworld of difference between “going to
church” and having a personal relationship with
Jesus. Toreally bea Christian, you haveto know
Christ.

We invite you to spend some time this year
looking at Jesus Christ. Look with us at the
gospel s, themost ancient and accurateaccountsof
Christ’slife. Listento hisfriendsasthey remem-
ber hiswords and actions. Think seriously about
hisideas and his claims. Get to know Jesus for
yourself thisyear and decidewhat heshould mean
to you.

Theimportant thingisthat you at least givehim a
chance. Y ou may decidethat Jesusreally should
be your Lord. You may reect his clams and
decidehewascrazy. Either way, you are at |east
making arational and thoughtful decision.

A

Man
Worth
Looking
At

But to evade the Son of Man;
to look the other way;

to pretend you haven’t no-
ticed...

that is a different matter.

You may not be certain yet
whether you ought to be a
Christian;

but you do know

you ought to be a man,

not an ostrich hiding its head
in the sands.

C.S. Lewis
God in the Dock, p. 21.



A
Program
of
Reading
and
Study
for

the

Year

Let us fix our eyes
on Jesus,

the author

and perfecter

of our faith.

Hebrews 12:2

Next week, thiscongregationwill beginastudy of
the life of Christ that will lead us through the
gospelsinoneyear. Thepurposeof thisstudy will
be to encourage in each of usapersonal relation-
shipwith JesusChrist based onanintimateknowl-
edge of his heart and mind. We cannot relate to
Jesus until we get to know him. A program of
personal Bible study and corporate worship has
been designed with thisend in mind.

1. Personal Bible Study - The focus of our
reading and study throughout thisyear will
bethegospels. Eachweek, acertain portion
of thegospel swill bedesignated for careful
reading and in-depth study. Special studies
in background, Jewish culture, religious
practices of thetimes, etc. will accompany
every investigation of the gospel text.
This program of study helps us not only to
read our Bibles consistently, but to learn
better study skills and to develop a more
complete picture of the life and mind of
Christ.

2. PreachingtheMan - The sermonson Sun-
dayswill correspond to the reading each of
uswill be doing throughout the week. We
will study a passage privately and then
gather on the Lord' s Day to study it as a

body.

Look at the Manisaninvitationtoembark on
what could be the most exciting year of your
Christianlife. Spending an entireyear looking at
Jesus, meditating on hislife, imitating his behav-
iorsand attitudesisoneof themost rewarding and
growthful thingswe could do in the coming year.

Wouldyoumakeacommitment to Look at the
Man with usduring thisyear? Thereisreading
to be done, notes to be taken, questions to be
asked, and answers to be sought. But the goal is
worthy of the effort - a better understanding of
God's Son. So get ready for a study that will
change your life. We are about to take a good,
hard Look at the Man.



Personal Bible Study

One of the major objectivesof thisyear will beto
encourage personal Bible study. Most of uswant
to bebetter studentsof God’ sbook, but lack either
the discipline or the tools to make a meaningful
study onadaily basis. Weknow how to read the
Bible, but find ourselves at aloss when it comes
to studying it.

Look at the Man isdesigned to give each of
ustheencouragement and structureweall needto
succeed inadisciplined study throughthegospels
inoneyear. Every week, acertain section of the
gospels will be selected for study. You will
receive astudy guide that gives detailed instruc-
tions on how to study that section of Scripture.

Insight provides additional informa
tion on some topic in the gospels. Back-
ground informaion, themes, and special
topicswill becoveredinthissection (e.g.,
who were the Pharisees and Sadducees?).

Key Text will give the central text for
the passage being studied that Sunday
morning. Memorizing these verses each
week would helpyou grasptheheart of the

gospel message.

Theme explains the magjor point being
taught in the sermon that morning.

Applicationindicatesonepractical idea
from the text which can be incorporated
into our daily walk.

Bible Study gives a daily guide for
careful and in-depth study of the next
passageof scripturetobeconsidered. Vari-
ous Bible study tools (e.g., atlases, com-
mentaries, concordances) will be used to
go deeper into the text than a simple
reading will allow. You may want to
make notes of your findings and include
your notes with the handouts in a 3-ring
binder.

o Insight

Christianity is

Christ

Christianity istheonly religionintheworldwhichrestsonthe

Personof itsFounder. A man canbeafaithful Mohamme
without in the least concerning himself with the,
Mohammed. So aso a man can be a true and

Buddhist without knowing anything whatev
Buddha Itisquitedifferent with Christianity. Chri

Key Text: Php 3:8-11
| consider everything a loss compared
is so inextricably bound up with Christ that our view of the to the surpassing greatness of knowing

Person of Christinvolvesand determinesour view of Chris- Christ Jesusmy Lord, for whose sake |
tianity.... have lost all things. | ooljsder them
rubbish, that| maygainChrist...| want
It has also been pointed out that Christianity alone of the to know Christ and the power of his
great religions of the world calls itself by the name of its resurrection and the fellowship of
Founder, and that whilewecall other religionsby thenames sharing in hissufferings, becoming like

of their founders, the adherentsof thesereligionsdonot call himin his death.
themselves by these names. This fact is full of v
meaning. Doesit not inevitably suggest that the col Theme:

between Christianity and Christ isso close asto JesusChrististhecenter of Christianity. He
rable? Christianity isnothing lessand can be nothing is the focus of the New Testament, of the
than relationship to Christ.... early church, and of the apostle Paul. Take
Jesusaway fromtheChristianand youdon't
haveanythingworthkeeping. Christianity is
no less and no more than Christ.

With a sure instinct both followers and opponents have
redlized the supreme importance of the Person of the
Founder of Christianity. On the one hand, Jesus Christ has

been the centre of opposition in aimost every age;
other hand, He has been the Object of worship an| Application:
heart’ sdevotion of al Christians. Wecannot get

Wh hi 21 hy
this central fact; it influences our thinking; it cont s Christianity toyou? Isit gathering

o : " n A weekly toworship? Isitalifestylecharacter-
g:f;, and it tests our entire attitude to the religion ized by moral behavior? Does it consist

mainly in the content of your beliefsand a
body of dogma? Christianity is Christ.
Make the knowledge of Christ your con-
‘sumingpassion.

To the consideration, then, of the Person of Christ we
address ourselves. That it isthe most prominent feature of
the Gospelsisobvioustothemost casua readers; that it was
thesubstanceof Christ’ sownteaching, themainthemeof the
Apostolic preaching and teaching, and the very life of al
Churchhistory, will beadmittedby all, whatever may betheir
own view of Christ. We must endeavour to find out the
reason of all thisconcentration of attention on Christ, andto
seewhether the Christian Church hasbeenjustifiedingiving
this undoubted prominence and unique position to the Per-
son of its Founder.
W. Griffith Thomas
Christianity is Christ, pp. 1-5.

e Knowing Christ

Read Php 3:1-21. Notice that two groups of people are being identified in this
section. Paul refersto the Philippian Christians, ontheonehand, as* brothers” (vs.
1) and to their opponents, on the other as*dogs” (vs2). Makethefollowing chart
inyour notebook and fill in any information you can.
Philippian Christians
Text: Characteristic:

<>UZ0Z

Opponents
Text: Characteristic:

Inyour notebook, make these columns in order to do alittle “life accounting™:
Before: After:
Profit Loss Profit Loss

Focus particularly on Php 3:4-11. How would Paul fill out this chart? Before
meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, what did he consider valuable and
worthless? After meeting Jesus, what did he consider “loss” (vs 7) and “rubbish”
(vs 8)? What did he consider to be his greatest “gain” (vs 8)? Under the Profit
column, itemize the list Paul givesin verses 10-11.

Having donethis, gothrough another “lifeaccounting,” thistimefocusing onyour
ownlife. BeforeChrist, what didyouput under theProfit and L ossheadings? After
becoming aChristian, did your values change? What should betrue of thevalues
of aChristian? Does Paul’slist in verses 10-11 reflect what is now in your Profit
column? Writeout, word for word, verses 7-8. Arethesewordstruefor you? How
true are they? Write down your observations.

<POVMZOME

Noticethat the primary qualification for being adisciplein the days of Jesuswas
awillingness to be with Jesus and come to know him. The discipleswere asked
toleave their families and businesses (read Mk 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-15) to be
with Jesus. Jesusdid not establish aschool of theology in order to makedisciples.
He had no formal coursein Biblical studies. Rather, discipleswere expected to
become experts in Jesus himself. Read Acts 1:15-26. It isinteresting that, in
choosing areplacement for Judas, the other Apostleswent |ooking for amanwho
had “been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us.”

<povrcI-g

Read the material in your commentary covering Php 3:4-11. How do those
comments confirm or challenge your own conclusions on the text? What new
insights does the commentary provide? Do you see any problems with the
commentator's understanding of the text?

<P>O=T7
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Sundays
During
the Year

I am the way

and the truth

and the life.

No one comes

to the Father
except through me.

Jesus of Nazareth
John 14:6

Preaching the Man

Itwasno accident that the preaching of theapostles
centered on the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ. Faith can only be produced when Jesusis
lifted up sothat listenerscanfall inlovewith him.
Lessons on doctrine and morality can teach us
how to act. But only preaching on Jesus Christ
can tell uswhy we should act that way.

As you are reading and studying the gospels
through the week, we will also focus on the
gospelson Sundays. Asaresult, Sundayswill be
even more Christ-centered than usual.

The episode in Christ’slife you have ex-
plored in your personal study will be the
subject of the Sunday morning sermon.
Thesesermonswill bebased firmly onthe
text you have been studying through the
week, and will attempt to make the mean-
ing of the text clear. Your observations
and insights can thus be tested and com-
pared to another’sinsights. The hopeis
that sucha“ dialogue” will makethelifeof
Christ more powerful, more real for you
thanit hasever been before. The handout
you receive each week will include an
outline for the Sunday morning sermon.
Be sureto follow along and make notes.

e Sunday eveningswill bemore*“topical” in
nature, investigating some particular as-
pect of Christ’s personality or ministry.
The humor of Christ, hisuse of parables,
his interactions with people — these are
just afew of thetopicsto beexplored each
Sunday evening. The handouts will in-
clude brief essays or portraits of Christ’s
life from which the Sunday evening ser-

mons will be drawn.

e Each handout will include a small group

Bible study on the gospels. If youwould

liketobeinvolvedinagroup meeting near

your home, call the church office for in-
formation on how to join.



Sermon Outline

[Quote from W. Griffith Thomas, see p. 1]

I. Chrigtiansand Christ
A.TheOld Testament focuses on Jehovah
1. “Inthebeginning, God . . ." (Ge 1:1).
a God created the world and made man.
b. Jehovah worked through Noah and
Abraham and Mosesand David.
c. Itwas Elohim/Y ahweh/El Shaddai.
2. Therewerehintsof acomingMessiah, but till
it was Jehovah who was in center stage.
B. But in Christianity, the focusis on Jesus
1.“InthebeginningwastheWord. . ." (In 1:1)
a Thefirst four booksof the New Testament
areaccounts of Christ'slife.
b. Actstells of hisdisciples preaching Jesus.
c. The epistles teach Christians how to live
under Christ'slordship.
d. The Revelation shows Christ'svictory.
2. Early Christiansreflected thisemphasis.
a They called themselves by hisname.

b. They sang songs about him, and prayed  ing left worth keeping.

through him, and remembered his death.

c.Whenthey weremartyred, thelastwordon  I11. Paul and Christ
A. Musingsto the Philippians

their lips was often the name of Jesus.
Christianity is Christ. Not that Christians
refuse to believe in Jehovah; they simply
believethat Christisthe God of the universe
translated into human language.

w

I1. Our Enemiesand Christ

A. Enemies of Christianity have focused their
attacks on the person of Jesus
1. They haveridiculed everything about him.
a They have questioned his morals and im-
pugned his character.
b. They have dismissed him as a hopeless

idealist or labeled him amegalomaniac. Conclusion: Usand Christ

2. They havetriedtoconvincethemselvesthat he

really didn'texistatall and, failingthat, they  [Read Thomas & Kempis quote, seep. 3]

have tried to convince everyone who would
listen that hisexistencereally didn't matter.

B. Thequest for Jesus

B. Most of the great heresies have centered on
the person of Jesus Christ
1. When Christiansgowrong thereissomething
faulty about their understanding of Jesus.
2. Even today, the defining mark of acultisits
perversion of the person of Jesus.
C. Satan knows what heis doing
1. Destroy theChristology of thechurchandyou
destroy the church.
2. Get Christians to focus on something other
than Jesusandyou havetakentheir eyesoff of
the only thing that makes them distinct.

Transition:

Christianity is Christ. Y ou can be moral and not be a
Christian. Y ou can be honest in your business and be
agood citizen and never cheat on your income taxes.
'Y ou can even be religious and worship God without
claiming to be a Christian. The primary thing that
makes Christians different is that they know Christ.
TakeChrist away from Christians, and you havenoth-

1. Review of past 30 years of Paul’sministry.
2. Last words to the Philippian church.
3. Read Philippians 3:8-11

1. It began on the road to Damascus.

2. It continued through long years of ministry.

3. Now, at thetwilight of hislife, Christisstill
the consuming passion of Paul’s life. In all
that time, Paul had not grown bored with
Jesus. Hestill wanted toknow himandwould
give up everything again in order to do so.

Familiar Converse with Jesus

Small Group Study

‘When Jesusis present, all is good and nothing seems
difficult; but when Jesusis absent, all ishard.

‘When Jesus speaks not inwardly to us, all other com-
fortisworth nothing; but if Jesus speaks but oneword
wefeel great comfort. Did not Mary riseimmediately
from the place where she wept when Martha said to
her: “The Master is come, and calleth for thee” (n
11:28)? Happy hour, when Jesus calls from tears to
spiritual joy!

How dry and hard areyou without Jesus! How foolish
andvain, if youdesireanythingout of Jesus! Isnotthis
agreater loss, thanif you should lose thewholeworld
(Mt 16:26)? What can the world profit you without
Jesus? To bewithout Jesusisagrievous Hell; and to
be with Jesus, a sweet Paradise. |f Jesusiswith you
(R08:35), noenemy shall beableto hurt you. Hewho
finds Jesus finds a good treasure (Mt 13:44), yea, a
Good above all good. And he who loses Jesus loses
muchindeed, yea, morethan thewholeworld! Pooris
hewho lives without Jesus (Lk 12:21); and richis he
who iswell with Jesus.

It is great skill to know how to hold converse with
Jesus; and to know how to keep Jesus, great wisdom.
Behumble and peaceable, and Jesuswill bewith you
(Pr3:17). Bedevout and quiet, and Jesuswill stay with
you.

'Y ou may soon drive away Jesus, and lose Hisfavor if
you turn aside to outward things. And if you should
driveHimfromyouandloseHim, untowhomwill you
go, and whom will you then seek for your friend?
Without afriendyoucannotlivewell, andif Jesusisnot
aboveall aFriend to you, you shall beindeed sad and
desolate. Youact thereforelikeanidiot, if youtrust or
rejoiceinany other (Gal 6:14). Itispreferableto have
all the world against us, rather than to have Jesus
offended with us.

Loveall for Jesus, but Jesusfor Himself.
ThomasaKempis
The Imitation of Christ, pp. 75-76.

Warm-up:
If you galistof thethingsyou it
asimportant in your life, what would be on the list?

Look at the Man Philippians 3:1-11
1. Why doyouthink the Spirit would use such strong
words to describe false teachers as he doesin 3:2?
What does it mean to “worship in the Spirit of
God?'

3. How canwetoday “put confidencein the flesh?"
What aresomeof thethingsinwhichtheworld puts
confidence?

If you were making alist of the things you would
count as “loss” for the knowledge of Christ, what
would be on thelist?

N

»

Looking Closer:

1. How doyoufeel aboutyour ownreligiousupbring-

ing? Sinceyou started out onyour spiritual journey

to know Christ, has your focus gotten clearer or

moreconfused?Why?

What do you think is meant by “knowing Christ

Jesus?' Onascaleof 1to5, how important isthat

to you? (1: least important; 5: most important.)

Explain how one can conform to the death of

Christ. Does this mean that you must:

a beready to sacrifice

b. be ready to be baptized

c. beready to give up all things

4. How does one attain the resurrection from the
dead?!f youweretodie, wouldyouhavelifeeternal
with Christ? How do you know?

n

w

Looking Around:

How would you share what you know about Christ
Jesuswith someone else? Who would you point to as
an example of someonewho really knows Christ?

Teaching the Man

Many congregations choose to focus their Adult
Bible classes on the Look at the Man mate-
rial. Thus, a Christ-centered viewpoint is main-
tained throughout the week in all aspects of the
church. The classes may center on Christ-cen-
tered evangelism, worship, service, or relation-
ships. They may draw from the handout material
you will receive each week.

Whatever the format, these classes will encour-
age you to keep up your personal study, answer
guestions that arise in the course of your study,
and stimulate a deeper understanding and appre-
ciation of the man from Nazareth.

Your Look at the Man Notebook

We suggest you purchase athree-ring binder and
load it with notebook paper. Use this binder to
keep all the handouts. 1n addition, organize your
study of the gospels by keeping your notes and
observationsinthebinder aswell. Sermon notes,
Bible study exercises, small group insights - al
can be stored in such abinder. At the end of the
year, you will possess an invaluable resource for
thefuture. Useittoreview. Basefurther studies
on guestions you could only briefly touch this
year. Addtoitinthefuture. Thisonesuggestion,
if followed, will greatly enhance the value of
Look at the Man to your personal growth.

For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your ser-
vants for Jesus sake. For God, who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his
light shinein our heartsto give usthe light
of theknowledge of the glory of God inthe
face of Christ.

2C045& 6

We proclaim him, admonishing and teach-

ing everyone with all wisdom, so that we

may present everyone perfect in Christ.
Col 1:28



Thereisacrying need for Christiansto stop admir-
ing God' s word and talking about it and pledging
allegianceto it - and start reading and studying it!
If amgjority of Christianswould begin to read the
Bible in a regular and thoughtful way, it would
revolutionizethe church. Andif ever asubstantial
number of us progressed from reading to actual
study of God's word, there is no telling what
miracles would result.
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Tools for
Personal
Bible Study

Look at the Man stresses Bible study rather
thanreading. Y ouareaskedto do morethan peruse
the text; you are encouraged to dig into it and
squeeze out of it the meaning and power that is
there. Todothat, you needto start alibrary of tools
which can help you come to deeper understand-
ings. We have listed several books below. Some
are simple and inexpensive. Others are more
substantive and expensive. Choose at least one
book ineach category and order themeither through
thechurch officeor your local Christian bookstore.

Bible Dictionaries
Any good Bible Dictionary will giveyou a
wealth of information for your study of the
gospels. Find one that fits your price range
and study level.
New Bible Dictionary. Tyndale House Pub-
lishers, Wheaton: 1982.

Concordance
There are many good concordances available.
Choose one that is based on the trandation
you like to use (e.g. The NIV Complete Con-
cordance).

Atlas
New Bible Atlas. Wheaton: Tyndale House
Publishers, 1985.
Beitzel, Barry J. The Moody Atlas of Bible
Lands. Chicago: Moody Press, 1985.

Study Bible
We highly recommend the NIV Sudy Bible.



The Christian Must Know Christ
Introduction

What does a Christian have to know? What does the Christian have to know
first and foremost? There are many answers to the first question, there is only
one answer to the second. We need to know about the plan of salvation. We
need to know about Scripture and how to find our way about the Bible. We need
to know about morality. We need to know about doctrine and about some of the
distinctive teachings that Jesus brought from the Father.

But when all of that is said and done, when we've learned all these things, have
we yet become Christians? Is it possible to learn about doctrine, morality, the
Bible, the plan of salvation but never really learn about Jesus?

Christians must know many things. But there is only one thing which is
fundamental, only one thing which is first and foremost. The Christian is one
who knows Christ. Christ is the focus of our learning. He is the foundation
upon which all else in our lives is built. We study the Bible to know Christ. We
learn of salvation to be in Christ. We behave morally to be like Christ. Of all the
things a Christian must know, only one thing is primary and that is Jesus.

If we are to be a Christ-centered church, if we are to be a church that lifts up
Christ to the world, we must be a church that knows who Jesus is. We must be a
people who knows how Jesus thinks, who knows what Jesus feels, who knows
what Jesus values. If we are intent on being the "church of Christ" in more than
just name, we must become a church that knows Jesus.

Of course, we can't be Christ-centered without knowing how to become a
disciple, or learning about the scriptures, or studying the morality that Jesus
upheld, or becoming familiar with Jesus' teachings and commandments. Butthe
focus is not on those things...the focus is on the mind of Christ. Those things
must not be allowed to become an end in themselves. They are a means to the
end of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord.



I. What Jesus saw to be important in producing disciples.

A. Apostles:
1. Jesus commands them, "Follow me." For three years, their primary duty

2.1

was to walk with Jesus, and get to know him.

a. No formal course of Bible study.

b. No special training in study methods or preaching techniques or
evangelistic approaches.

c. No lengthy catechism or doctrinal requirements.

nstead, they were asked to watch and come to know Jesus.

a. As he responded to people and situations.

b. As he responded to God.

c. They were to watch him and imitate him.

3. Following the resurrection of Jesus, the 11 disciples gathered to select

someone who would take Judas' place (Acts 1:20ff). Itis instructive that
the single requirement for qualification put forth was that the candidate
must have been with Jesus since the beginning. He had to have walked
with Jesus as long as the others.

B. Paul - the making of a disciple.
1. Paul, before he became a Christian, while he still persecuted the church,

knew much about scripture and God's morality, some about the church

and the teachings of Christ. His knowledge of those things did not make

him a Christian.

When Jesus wanted to make a disciple out of Paul, he didn't enlighten

him on the plan of salvation, or on the distinctive teachings he had

brought from the Father.

When Jesus wanted to make a disciple out of Paul, he forced Paul to

meet him, and look at him, and ask the question, "Who are you, Lord?"

a. Something happened there on the Damascus road that radically
changed Paul,

b. But it wasn't new doctrine, it wasn't an expanded morality, it wasn't a
clearer understanding of Scripture.

c. It was, rather, a confrontation with the person of Jesus Christ himself.

Jesus revealed himself to Paul - that and that alone had the power to

turn a Saul into a Paul.

Transition:
From that day, afirewaskindled in Paul that wasto burn al the days of hislife.
Something was born on that day that would consume Paul, something that provided
the focus and emphasis of hiswork and ministry. From that point on, Paul sought
onething above every other blessing - Paul wanted to know Christ. He wanted to
know Jesus - not know about him. Paul didn't want to know dates and places and

events - he wanted to know Jesus himsdf. Asaman knows awoman, as one friend

knows another, as two brothers know each other - just so did Paul want to know
Jesus. It became the consuming drive of hislife. Read Philippians 3:1-11.



I1. Paul's Desire to Know Christ

A. Paul's "Profit" (vss 4-6)

1. His fleshly credentials for righteousness.
a. "A Hebrew of Hebrews" - circumcision, nationality, tribe.
b. In regard to the Law - a Pharisee.
c. In regard to zeal - a persecutor.
d. In regard to righteousness (legalistic) - faultless.

2. These were Paul's reasons for having confidence before God prior to the
time he met Jesus on the road to Damascus.

B. Paul's Reassessment (vss 7-8a)
1. The great "BUT" of Paul's life:
a. He could have been content valuing the same things, pursuing the
same course.
b. Read Php 3:7-8a - "BUT...."
2. Something happened to Paul that turned his life upside down.
a. What Paul considered "Profit" now seemed a complete “Loss."
b. The very thing which before he had seen as "worthless" (the message
of Jesus) he now sees as the only profit he desires.

C. Paul's New Values (vss 8-11)
1. Paul's Gain:
a. Now all Paul wants is the "surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord."
b. Knowing - What does Paul mean?
i. Does he want to memorize the gospels, or visit every place Jesus
ever went, or recite all the facts about his life?
ii. gnosis - Intimate knowledge: (esp. O.T.) communion with another,
relationship, even sexual intimacy.
iii. Paul wants to know Jesus. But not just with his head. He wants to
know him with his heart as well.
2. Paul's Garbage: (vs 8b)
a. Paul has lost all things because of his desire to know Christ.
b. But it was all garbage anyway. skubala - Table scraps, manure.
3. Paul's Goal: (vss 8b-10)
a. To "profit" Christ. Not to profit from him or by him. Paul is not
interested in what he can get out of Christ.
b. To be "found in" Christ.
i. Paul doesn't want God to find him standing alone, on his own
righteousness, on his own merit.
ii. Paul wants God to find him standing in Christ, with Christ's
righteousness and Christ's merit.
c. To "know" Christ.
I. The climax of Paul's thought.
ii. The ultimate purpose is to know Christ, to be in relationship with
him.



I11. The Necessity of Our Knowing Christ

A. What do we value and put our confidence in?
1. If anyone has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more.
a. Born to Christian parents. My father was a preacher and his father
before him.
b. I was baptized at 12; | began preaching at the age of 17. | attended
both a Christian high school and a Christian University.
c. In regard to Law - a conservative.
d. In regard to zeal - a persecutor of the Baptists.
e. In regard to righteousness - not quite faultless, but pretty close.
2. The temptation to appeal to such things for our confidence.
a. The frequency of our church attendance.
b. The length of our membership in the church.
c. Our stand on particular issues.
d. Our evangelistic fervor.
3. All such things are garbage compared with the surpassing greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus our Lord.
a. That is not to say that these things are unimportant.
b. It is to say that without the consuming pursuit of a personal and
intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ as your Lord, none of the rest
really matters.

B. The Need for Reassessment
1. Something has to happen to us that radically alters the things in which
some of us put so much confidence.

a. We need to be confronted with the person of Jesus Christ himself,
because only the knowledge of him gives us the ability to stand in
God's presence.

b. Something must force us to look at Christ and ask the question, "Who
are you, Lord?"

2. How I wish that we would come to the point where everything we could
put our confidence in is considered garbage compared with the
surpassing greatness of knowing Jesus Christ as our Lord.

" want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to
attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

Conclusion: Tithing mint, dill, cummin.

1. The problem with the Pharisees - they majored in minors and minored in
majors. Jesus tried to straighten out their priorities.

2. The problem with Saul - he was doing the same thing. Seeing Jesus on
the road to Damascus turned Paul's priorities upside down. Jesus taught
him to focus an intimate, personal, relational knowledge of Jesus himself.

3. The problem with us? Have we too majored in minors and neglected the
weightier matters? Have we been too busy tithing our mint, dill, and
cummin to focus our time and energies on gaining Christ and coming to
know Him?



Insight

A Christian is, in essence, somebody personally related to
Jesus Christ. Christianity without Christ is achest without
a treasure, a frame without a portrait, a corpse without
breath. Christ comes to each of us with an individual
summons:. ‘Cometo me,” ‘Follow me.” And the Christian
life begins as, however hesitantly and falteringly, we re-
spond to his call. Then as we start following him, we
discover to our increasing and delighted surprise, that a
personal relationship to Christ is a many-sided, many
coloured, many-splendoured thing. We find that he is our
mediator and our foundation, our life-giver and our lord, the
secret and the goal of our living, our lover and our mode!....
We learn that to be a Christian isto live our lives through,
on, in, under, with, unto, for and like Jesus Christ...

There is so much in the world today which threatens to
seduce the church from faithfulness to her heavenly bride-
groom, and to distract her from essentials. | do not doubt
that Paul, were he herein person today, would addressto us
the very same words that he addressed to the Christiansin
Corinth: ‘| am afraid that, asthe serpent deceived Eveby his
cunning, your thoughtswill beled astray fromasincereand
pure devotion to Christ.” We will need constantly to be
brought back to this personal devotion, this ‘one thing’
which Martha had not learned but Mary had, and which
Jesus said was not to be taken away from her....

Andall of us... need to recover something of the passion for
Christ which hasanimated thesaintsinevery age. | taketwo
Scottishdivinesasmy example. Andrew Bonar wroteinhis
journal: ‘My soul’s cry is till for more acquaintance with
the Lord Jesus, and the Father inhim.” And the same Bonar
wrote at theend of hissketch of Samuel Rutherford: * Ohfor
his insatiable desires Christward! Oh for ten such men in
Scotland to stand in the gap! — men who all day long find
nothing but Christ to rest in, whose very sleep is pursuing
after Christ in dreams.’

If Christ were at the centre like that, an ailing church would
quickly regainitshealth, and ailing Christianstheir vitality.
For theprincipal thingissimply this, that wefocuson Christ.
John R.W. Stott

Understanding Christ, pp. 155-156.

Key Text:

The Christian must

Know Christ

Php 3:10-11

| want to know Christ and the power of
his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, and so, somehow, to
attaintotheresurrectionfromthedead.

Theme:

A Christian is one who knows Christ. We
must not define Christians only by what
they know of religion or ethical living or
even the Bible. Christians are experts in
Jesus. Though a knowledge of Jesus will
lead to right doctrine and morality, such
knowledge is Christ-centered and flows
from our appreciation of him.

Application:

Have we majored in minors and neglected
the“weightier matters’? Have we been too
busy memorizing religious facts that we
havefailedtogainintimacy with Jesus? We
need Jesusto fire uswith apassion to know
him above al things.

at the



Sermon Outline

What does a Christian have to know? What does the
Chrigianhavetoknowfirstandforemost? Therearemany
answerstothefirstquestion; thereisonly oneanswer tothe
second. Weneed toknow about theplan of salvation. We
needto know about Scripturesand how to find our way
about the Bible. Weneed to know about morality. We
need to know about doctrine and about some of the
distinctiveteachingsthat Jesusbrought fromtheFather.

But whenal issaid and done--whenwe' velearned all
these things--have we yet become Christians? Is it
possibletolearnabout doctrine, morality, theBible, the
planof salvationbut never really learn about Jesus?

Christiansmust know many things. But thereisonly one
thingthat isfundamental, only onethingthatisfirstand
foremost. TheChristianisonewhoknowsChrist. Christ
isthefocusof our learning. Heisthefoundationuponwhich
al elseinour livesisbuilt. Westudy the Bibleto know
Christ. Welearnof salvationtobein Christ. Webehave
morallytobelikeChrigt. Of al thethingsaChristianmust
know, only onethingisprimary andthatisJesus.

If weareto beaChrist-centered church, if wearetobe
achurchthat liftsup Christ to theworld, we must bea
churchthat knowswho Jesusis. Wemust beapeoplewho
knows how Jesusthinks, who knowswhat Jesusfeels,
whoknowswhat Jesusvalues. If weareintent onbeingthe
“church of Christ” in more than just name, we must
becomeachurchthat knowsJesus.

Of course, wecan' t be Christ-centered without knowing
how tobecomeadisciple, or learning about thescriptures,
or studyingthemorality that Jesusupheld, or becoming
familiarwithJesus teachingsandcommandments. Butthe
focusisnot onthosethings. . . thefocusisonthemind of
Christ. Thosethingsmust not beallowedtobecomeanend
inthemselves. They areameanstotheend of knowing
Christ Jesusour Lord.

|. What Jesus Did to Make Disciples
A. Apostles:
1. Theirprimary duty wastowak with Jesus, and
gettoknow him.
2. They wereaskedtowatch and know Jesus.
B. Paul - themaking of adisciple
1. When Paul became a disciple, Jesus didn’t
enlightenhimfirstondoctrineor ethics.
2. HeforcedPaul tomeethim, andlook athim,and
askthequestion, “Whoareyou, Lord?’
3. Jesusrevealed himself to Paul - that and that
alonehadthe power toturnaSaul intoaPaul.
Read Philippians3:1-11.

I. Paul’sDesireto Know Christ
A.Paul’s"profit” (vss4-6)
1. Hisfleshly credentia sfor righteousness.
2. These were Paul’s reasons for having
confidenceprior to hismeetingwith Jesus.
B. Paul’s reassessment (vss 7-8a)
1. Thegreat“BUT” of Paul’ slife:
2. Something happenedtoPaul that turned hislife
upsidedown.
C. Paul’snew values (vss 8-11)
1. Paul’sGain: knowingChrist.
2. Paul’ sGarbage: (vs8b)
3. Paul’sGoal: (vss8b-10)

[11. TheNecessity of Our Knowing Christ
A.What doweput our confidencein?
1. Thetemptationtoappeal to“fleshly” thingsfor
our confidence.
2. All such things are garbage compared with
knowing Christ Jesusour Lord.
B. The need for reassessment
1. Something hasto happen to usthat radically
atersthethingsinwhichsomeof usput somuch
confidence.
2. How | wisheverythingwecould put our confi-
dence in would be considered garbage com-
paredwithknowingJesusChrist.

Conclusion: Tithingmint,dill, cummin.




The Far Side of Jesus

Most of us have grown up knowing only one side of
Jesus. We have heard afew of the gospel narratives.
We know some of his teachings. We understand the
outlines of hislife, death, and resurrection. We think
we are well acquainted with the Christ.

It is possible, however, that we have seen Jesus from
only one perspective. There are those obvious and
beautiful aspects of his character that capture our
initial attention: his compassion and wisdom and
perfection for example. Like thirsty travelers who
have found an oasis, we are tempted to remain at this
well and besatisfied todrink fromitsabundant waters.

But for theintrepid soul, there are other aspects of the
Christ to explore—territories of his character that lie
further fromthebeaten path. Thereisafar sideto Jesus
that merits our attention. In journeying there, we may
discover that wedo not know Jesusaswell aswethink.

Did Jesusever laugh or cry? Did heever feel anger or
loneliness or impatience? Why were his words so
caustic at times? Did Jesus, like many of us, have a
particular temptation that was uniquely trying for
him? Why would he hide his meaning from the
crowds on some occasions (the parables), while on
othershewoul d be so blunt that many would nolonger
follow? Why did heso often do or say theunexpected?
How could he hobnob with the low-lifes while snub-
bing the religious and respectable?

There are aspects of Christ’s character that are not
easily understood. Just when you think you have him
figured out, he says something that shocks you and
leaves you wondering. Over the next few weeks, we
will explore together this other side of Jesus, asking
hard questionsin an attempt to know him better. Y ou
may discover that you learn not only about him but
about yourself aswell.

Small Group Study

Warm-up:

Tell thestory (briefly) of your family--parents, grandpar-
ents, ethnic background, etc. If you could choose your
background, what woulditbe?Why?

Look at the Man Philippians 3:1-11
1. Paul was hungry to know Christ. What phrases or
wordsinthispassagetell youthat?

2. IsPaul sayingthat hisJewishheritageis"rubbish"? Or
ishesayingthat--comparedtoknowing Christ--even
good and noblethingshaveto seenasworthless?

3. Lookcarefullyatverse10. Whatisitabout Christthat
Paul wantsto know? What does Paul mean by "the
power of hisresurrection” or "thefellowship of his
suffering'?

4. What doyouthink Jesusmight feel about someoneso
passionate to know him? So willing to abandon
everythingel seinsearchof him?

Looking Closer:

1. Nametwo or threethingsinyour lifefor whichyou
would be willing to suffer the loss of all your
possess ons, achievements, and honors. IsJesusone
of thosefew things?

2. Look atverses4-6. What "reasonfor confidence" are
wetemptedtorely on?

a. Wework hardand makediligent efforts.
b. Weknowtherightanswers.

c. Wekeepthecommandments.

d. Wegototherightchurch.

3. Paul sayshewantsa"righteousnessthat comesthrough

faithinChrist.” What doesthat mean?

a. Christhasbecomeour righteousness.

b. Thecrossmadeusrighteouswhenwesinners.

c. Christdidfor uswhat wecouldnotdoourselves.
d. Alloftheabove,

Looking Around:

Goaroundthegroup. Say somethingabout how important
itistoChrist Jesusinamorepersonal way. Pray forthose
friendsandrel ativeswho need JesusasSavior.




What is the Gospel?

It isimportant that we understand what the gospel (“good news’) means and that
we grasp what the essence of the gospel is. In your Bible Dictionary, read the
articleunder “gospel.” Then read the following passages, making notes about the
meaning of “gospel” in each passage: Mt 4:23; Mk 1:1; 16:15; Ac 15:5-11; Ro
1:9,16-17; 2:16; 16:25; 1C0 15:1-8 (note 1C0 2:2); 2C04:3-6; 11:4; Gal.6-9; Php

~
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1:15-18; 2Th 1:8; 2Ti 1:8-11; 2:8.

~
N
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Notice the message of Jesus. Though Jesus taught many things, his message
centered on himself and hisidentity. Note the following claims of Jesus and how
he asked people to believe those claims for eterna life: the interaction with
Nicodemus (3:1-21 - esp. vss 13-21); thetalk with a Samaritan woman (4:1-26
- esp. vss 10, 14, 26); bread for the crowds (6:25-59, esp. vss 27, 29, 35, 40, 46-
51, 57); the preaching of Jesus at the feast (7:14-44 - esp. vss 17, 28-29, 37-38);
the conflict with his opponents (8:12-59, esp. vss 23-25, 51, 58). Note also the
following passages in John: 11:25-27; 12:44-46; 14.6-9, 23-24.

~

21; 26:1-23).
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Read 1Co 15:1-8. Paul definesthe” gospel” asthe death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus - in other words, the gospel isgood news about Christ. The preaching of
theapostleswasconsi stently Christ-centered. Certainly, they spokeabout doctrine
and morality and theology to Christians. But when they spoke evangelistically, it
was always on the subject of Jesus. Study the sermons of Actsfor confirmation of
this (Ac 2:14-39; 3:11-26; 4:8-12; 7:1-53; 8.5, 26-35; 10:34-43; 13:16-41; 22:1-

~
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What must Christians be ready to teach those who would cometo Jesus? Inyour
notebook, write down the “essentials’ of the gospel based on the study you have
just completed. What would you want to tell them about Jesus? How would you
help them to fall in love with the Master? Write your response to this statement:
Convincing someone of adoctrinal point will not necessarily produce commit-
ment to the person of Jesus.

<>UO=2T

Read the material in your commentary covering 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. How do
those comments confirm or challenge your own conclusions on the text? What
new insights does the commentary provide? Do you see any problems with the
commentator’ s understanding of the text?
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