1730 Coachman’s Court

Thank you for your interest in Look at the Book—a Brentwood, TN 37027

year-long study of the Bible. 800-863-5665
lookpress@aol.com

The pages which follow include: www.lookpress.com

A “Member Manual” that will give you a good
overview of this series (8 pages)

A sample sermon/class outline (4 pages)

A sample handout (4 pages)

Again, thank you for your interest in our material. If
you have questions or want to place an order, contact
us at:

e-mail: lookpress@aol.com

phone: (800) 863-5665




Amongall thevoicesthat would speak to usabout
lifetoday, onevoice stands out—the Bible. Over
the babble of TV talk shows and self-help manu-
als, the Bible sounds a clear and credible note
about life and how it should be lived.

TheBiblehasall the action of agood western, the
suspense of a murder-mystery, and the practical
wisdomof thelatest best-seller. Itisasagawritten
over a1600 year period. . . an epic with acast of
thousands, set in the most exotic regions of the
world. Itisnot by accident that the Bibleis the
most popular book ever printed.

And yet, the Bible is so much more!

Ittellsthegreatest story evertold. . . ataleof good
and evil, love and hate, crossesand crowns. This
book deals with the most crucia issues facing
humanity. Though it knows the depths to which
peoplecanfall, theBiblefocusesontheheightsto
whichthey can soar. Andtheauthor? Noneother
than the God of the Universe.

Beforewe can enjoy the blessings of the Bible, it
is vital that we know the message of the Bible.
Many who claim to believe the Bible as God’'s
Word lack a basic acquaintance with the book.
As one survey indicates, only 12 percent of
Bible believers spend any time in the Word on
adaily basis; 34% read the Bible only once
aweek; 42%readitsporadicallyif at all.

If the Bibleissoimportant, why areso
few of us reading and studying it?

Oh, we talk about the Bible,
and defend the Bible, and
praise the Bible, and exalt the
Bible. Yes indeed! But many
church members seldom ever
even look into a Bible—indeed
would be ashamed to be seen
reading the Bible. And church
leadership generally seems to
be making no serious effort to
get people to be Bible readers.

Henry Hailey
Hailey’s Bible Handbook

Perhapsit istime for God's peopleto
stop praising the Bible and start read-
ingit!

Member Manual
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The Book of Books
Within this ample volume lies
The mystery of mysteries.
Happiest they of human race
To whom their God has given grace
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray,
To lift the latch, to force the way;
But better had they ne’ er been born
That read to doubt or read to scorn.

Sir Walter Scott

Does your Bible sit on a shelf and collect cob-
webs? Do you use it more as a paperweight or a
coaster than asasource of spiritual nourishment?
does the T.V. Guide get more use in your home
than the Word of God?

Today, we begin astudy of theentireBibleinone
year. The purpose of the Look at the Book
program isto give each of usabroad understand-
ing of the Bible's message. Personal reading,
sermons, Bibleclasses—all will begearedtoward
this end.

1. Bible Reading—On the last page of this
Manual isaschedul e of Biblereading that will
allow usto read through the major portion of
the Bible in the approximate order in which it
was written. This schedule not only encour-
ages us to read the Bible consistently but to
learn when events occurred and wherevarious
books and peoplefit into the big picture of the
Bible.

2. Weekly Bible Study - Asweread through
theBiblethisyear, wewill be studyingthrough
the Bible on Sundays. The book[s] we read
each week will bethefocusof the sermonsand
adult classesonthelLord’ sDay. Wedon’'t have
totackletheBiblealone! Each Sunday, wecan
come together with other readers to study,
learn and be encouraged.

Look at the Bookisaninvitationtoembark on
what could be the most exciting year of your
Christian life. Taking time each day to listen to
God, and spending time each week to study his
Word, isone of the most rewarding and maturing
things we could do this coming year.

Wouldyoumakeacommitmentto Look at the
Book with usthisyear? Thereisreading to be
done, notesto betaken, questionsto beasked, and
answerstobesought. Butthegoal isworthy of the
effort—a better understanding of God's revela-
tiontothehumanrace. Sodust off your Bible, and
bringitwithyoutoworship—weareabout totake
agood, hard Look at the Book.



Bible Reading

Themajor objectiveof thisyear will beto encour-
age personal Biblereading. Most of uswant to be
better acquainted with God’ sbook, but lack either
thedisciplineor thetoolsto becomefamiliar with
what God has revealed through his Word.

Look at the Book isdesigned to give each of
ustheencouragement and structureweall needto
succeed in the resolution to read through the
wholeBibleinayear. Wehopeto do thisthrough
several means:

A Bible Reading Schedule

On pg. 8 of thismanual, you will find aschedule
of reading for each week of the year. On most
weeks, youwill haveasinglebook toread. Some
weeks, several shorter booksmakeupthereading.
By following this schedule, you will be able to
read through the bulk of the Bibleduringtheyear.
[Some books—Ilike 1 & 2 Chronicles—are not
covered because they are mostly repetition of
material found elsewhere] You may choose to
read a little each day, in which case the normal
reader should take no morethan 20-30 minutesto
cover thematerial. Y oumay find it more conve-
nient to read the entire book at one sitting. Some
peopl e purchase the Bible on audio-tape and lis-
ten during the commute to work!

In our hecticworld, timeisat apremium. Doesit
take time to read through the Bible in a year?
Certainly. It is tragic, though, that so many
Christians claim to be too busy to read the Bible.
If you aretoo busy to spendtimewith God’ sword,
perhaps you are too busy!

Chronological Approach

Unlike some systemsof Biblereading, Look at
the Book doesnot follow the ordering of books
that has become standard in our Bibles. Instead,
achronological approachisused. Booksareread
in the approximate order in which they were
written or in the order in which events occurred.
This schedule not only allows us to read through
the Bible, but helps us get afeel for when events

happened and how booksfit into thebig picture of
the Bible story. Most of us know, for instance,
that Paul wroteabook called Galatians. Didyou
realize, however, that Galatianswas probably the
first New Testament book to bewritten, and gives
usour earliest insight into the issuesfaced by the
early church? A chronological reading of the
Bible alerts us to these kinds of issues, and helps
us make sense of the Bible asawhole.

Aids for Understanding

Oneof thegreatest barriersto Biblereadingisthe
feeling that the Bible is hard to understand and
apply. We hopeto overcomethisbarrier, in part,
by providing you with material which will enrich
your understanding of thebooksyouread. asyou
read Genesis, for instance, wewant to hel pyou get
the most out this book by explaining its back-
ground and theme, providing abrief outline of the
major pointsand events, showing how and where
Genesistalksabout Christ, and putting thebookin
ahistorical perspective.

Accountability

The final thing all of us need is acheck to make
sure we are being consistent with our reading.
Like dieting or exercise, Biblereading is easy to
start—sticking with it is the difficult part! Each
week we will keep acount of “Bible Readers’—
those who have done the readings during the
course of the week. A friendly competition be-
tweentheAdult Bibleclasses, todeterminewhich
class had the highest percentage of Daily Bible
Readers, will encourage us to be consistent with
and committed to our reading.

Thereisonly oneword of cautionweneedtogive
about spending this much time with God’' sword.
The Bibleis“living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword.” You can't read this book
without it changing you. A year spent reading the
Biblewill resultinadifferent “you.” Youwill be
abetter person at theend of theyear if you commit
yourself this first Sunday to Look at the
Book.



Sundays
During
the Year

Great scholars of the Bible
are not necessarily great
Christians. But great
Christians have always
been committed students
of God’s Word.

Weekly Bible Study

Asyou are reading through the Bible during the
year, wewill a sobestudyingthroughtheBibleon
Sundays. The particular book[s] you read each
week will be the focus of the sermons and (per-
haps, depending on how your congregation de-
cides to implement Look at the Book) the
adult Bible classes on the Lord s Day.

Every Sunday, a new book of the Bible will be
explored. During thisyear, wewill study through
most of the 66 books of the Bible. Though we
cannot do an indepth study of any onebook injust
two sermons and a Bible class, we do hope to
provide an understanding of the major themes of
each book and show how it contributestothestory
of the Bibleasawhole. Likesomeoneeating at a
buffet, wedon’tintendto digest everythingonthe
table but only to sample the best of each dish.

Sunday A.M. Sermon

Thepurposeof Sunday morning sermonsthisyear
will be to carefully study one small part of each
book. We may focus on a particular story in the
book that teaches us an important lesson for
living. We may study a principle or theme that
needs to be re-emphasized in the church today.

Whatever the particular topic, there will be two
ulterior motives in each of the Sunday morning
lessons.

First, we want to show how to dig deeper into a
book, andthusturnBiblereadinginto Biblestudy.
We hope to model study methods that you can
apply to other sectionsof thebook to gain adeeper
understanding of God’ sword. Many of us know
thefrustration of only skimmingthesurfaceinour
Biblestudy. If wecanlearn someof theskillsthat
good preachers and teachers bring to the study of
abook - skills which alow them to draw lessons
fromapassagethat many of uspassright over - we
can enter awhole new world of understanding.



Secondly, we want to emphasize application of
the Bible. The Bible is intended to make a
differenceinour lives. Thingswhichwerewritten
to Jews 3000 years ago are just as relevant to
Americanstoday. Each sermon on Sunday morn-
ingwill bedesignedto hep usput God' swordinto
practice. Itisworthy to notethat great scholars of
theBiblearenot necessarily great Christians. But
great Christianshaveal wayssaturated themselves
with the Word of God.

Sunday Adult Bible Classes

Most congregations will choose to continue the
Look at the Book theme by focusing on the
same book we havejust read and heard a sermon
about. Though the focus will be the same, the
methods will be different.

First, these classeswill encourage you to keep up
your personal reading and study of theBible. The
percentage of “Bible Readers’ inyour classwill
be tabulated, and the winning class recognized
each week. Y ou cannot be counted asa“reader”
unless you completed all the assigned reading.

Secondly, the Bible classeswill provide aforum
for questionsand discussion onthebook you have
read. Did you not understand something in your
reading? Ask the teacher and let the other mem-
bersof theclasshelpyouwithyour question. Was
there atheme or ideathat caught your attention?
Use the class period as a time to talk about that
particular issue. Thoughwecan't guaranteeinfal-
libleanswers, thestruggletofind solutionswill be
healthy and profitable.

Finally, your teacherswill spend sometimelook-
ing at asection of thebook they found particularly
interesting. Whatever thesubject, thiswill beone
more opportunity to think alittle more carefully
about part of God's word and to apply God's
teaching in a practical manner.

Sunday P.M. Sermon

Again, though this will differ from church to
church depending on what each congregation
decidesisinitsown best interest, many churches
decideto end each Sunday with one morelook at
the book of the week. Perhaps there will be a
general overview and summary of thebook. Per-
haps you will spend some time learning about
such things as the author, date, and setting of the
book. Perhapsyouwill think about why aparticu-
lar book was written, how it fitsinto the Bible as
awhole, and what it says to Christians today?

One of the most exciting things a church can do
with their Sunday evening program is to look at
Christinthebook. Every book of the Bible point
to Jesus. What doesaparticular book teach about
the Messiah? Arethere prophecies or principles
that apply directly to Jesus? What do we learn
about Christ (and God) from this book?

We want to encourage you to keep a notebook or
fileof theinformationyouwill beprovided (around
200 pages!). It will prove to be an invaluable
resource in yearsto come.



A Handout Each Week

Background:
Title:

Theterm" Genesis’ comesfromthe Hebrew * Bere' shith,” first word
in the Bible. It means *in the beginning." The term in the Greek
Septuagint and the English translations means *origin” or “begin-
ning.”

Author:
M and leader of Israel

and wilderness experience. He is known as the author by Jews and
Christiansalike. The Old Testament contains both direct and indirect

Lev 1:1-2; Nu32:2; De 1:1; Jos 1:7; 1Ki 2:3; 2Ki 14:6; Ez 6:18; Neh
13:1; Da 9:11-13; Mal 4:4). In the line, the New Testament also
contains numerous references to Moses as the author (Mt 8:4; Mk
12:26; Lk 16:29; Jn 7:19; Ac 26:22; Ro 10:19; 1Co 9:9; 2Co 3:15)

Moses was called by God to be a leader for His people (Ex 3).
Reluctantly he complies. It would be difficult to find another man as

well

(7:22), and possessed the practical skills to correctly integrate and

understand all the available records, manuscripts and oral transmis-
inspired . Genesisis

thefirst.

Date:
Various times are given, but the most logical time seems to be when
Moseswas with God on Mt. Sinai (Ex 24:12).

Time Span:
of God'schosen

people in Egypt. The beginning of Genesis cannot be dated with
certainty, but the final events of the book probably occurred around
1700 B.C. half of the entire period of Old Testament history.

Summary:

History is the account of the acts of God. In area sense history is
of the actsof God in
of theentire

Bible. It starts with the beginning of al things and assumes the
existence of an etenal, all powerful, holy God. Man is created and
laced becauseof

and establishes cities. Politically and religiously, man is under the
dominion of Jehovah. It isnot until after the flood that *nations” are
formed, and not until the Exodus that the nation of Israel is created.

During the period from Abraham to Joseph, the rest of the world
develops siowly. Signs of civilization are sparse. In the nearby
Balkans, 3
thedeadwerebeingburiedinvast stonetombs, thelast of theStoneAge.
In Britain, the Temple of the Sun at Stonehenge was being built, and
Germany was beginning to learn farming.

After the creation of theworld, thesin of Adam and Eve, and the great

flood, God callsaparticular man, Abraham, from Ur of Chaldees, acity
ontheEuphratesRiver. By thisman'sseed, all thefamiliesof the earth
will beblessed. The Bibleistheaccount of God' scovenant promiseto

GENESIS

The Drama Begins

Hey Text: Ge 3: 15
| will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring
and hers; hewill crush your head, and
you will strike his heel.

Theme:
I.  Genesisisthe Book of Beginning:
A. The creation of the universe and all
living things.
. Beginning of sin and death.
. Beginning of the plan of redemption.
. The distribution of peoples, lan-
guages and nations.
E. The Hebrews become the chosen na-
tion.
. Genesis tells about God's promise to
Abraham. Three elements: (12:1-9)
A. A nation would arise from his seed.
B. Aland will begivento hisseed.
C. A blessingwill be given through his
seed

o0ow

. Genesis describes God' s providential care
for His people, and gives assurance that
Hisword will be fulfilled.

church (Gal 3).
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Sermon Outline

B-I-B-L-FE

The

Introduction:

1 recently counted the number of Bibles | have in my
office—seventeen. That doesn't count the audiotape
version | carry around inthe car, or the Bibles | keep at
the house. In the drawer of the bedside table of every
hotel I've siept in, there has been acopy of the Bible—
free for the taking. Walk into most bookstores in the
u
making a choice between the wide variety of Bibles
available. There are King James or modern English
versions. There are Simple-English Bibles. Thereare
reckletter or illustrated editions. Y ou can buy Ampli-
fied Biblesor Condensed Biblesor Biblesthat contain
eight translationsin parallel columns. Y ou can choose:
between lesther or hardback or paperback bindings.

WearedrowninginBibles. Theyfill our shelves, clutter
our coffeetables, slide around in the back seats of our
cars. If we were aswearing people, we would always
have handy the stack of Bibles to doit on.

L h

hungry for whet it says. Thesadtruthisthat many of us
donot readany of theBiblesin our possession. Weopen

scriptureslearned n childhood. But asfor aconsistent,
disciplined, sequenced pattern of personal Bible read-
ing or study...we do not fee! the need to dine on God's
word. Onerecent survey indicated that only 12 percent
of timein

basis; 34% read the Bible only once aweek; while 42%
of those who say they believe the Bible is God's word
read fromiit only once in agreat while.

Almost 70 years ago, Henry Halley (the author of
Halley's Bible Handbook) identified the lack of Bible
reading asthemajor crisisfacing the church of hisown
day and fumed:

oOh, we talk about the Bible, and
defend the Bible, and praise the
Bible, and exalt the Bible. Yes
indeed! But many church members
seldom ever even look into a Bible—
indeed would be ashamed to be seen
reading the Bible. And Church
leadership generally seems to be
making no serious effort to get
people to be Bible readers.

I. Instances of Bible Burning

11. The Sacrificesinvolved in the making of manuscripts

I11. Getting the Book in our Own Language

Outline:

A. Jeremiah: Read Jeremiah 36:1-7, 15b-32
B. The Jews under Antiochus |V (Ephiphanes)
C. Diocletian

1. A.D.303, Roman emperor Diocletian ordered every
Biblein Rome to be confiscated and burned.

2. 25 years |ater, Constantine ordered 50 copies of the
Bible at state expense. There were plenty of
Bibles around from which to make copies!

Transition: Voltaire boasted that in 100 years the
Bible would be non-existent, replaced by his own
work. 50 years after his death, the Geneva Bible
Society bought his house and printing press and
printed 1000's of Biblesin hisliving room!

A. Thepreparation of the materials
B. The Process of Copying
1. The Scriptoriums
2. Our debt to these men: “Only three fingers write,
but the whole body isin agony.”

A. John Wycliffe
1. Completed first translation of the N.T. in English.
2. Wycliffe was tried post-humously, convicted of
heresy, dug up and burned.
B. William Tyndale
1. Thestory of Tyndale'sN.T.
2.1n 1536, Tyndale was burned at the stake for the
heresy of publishing aBible in English Language.
C. TheGreat Bible
1. Henry V111 had an authorized English version
placed in every church in the country.
2. A bishop complained that so many were reading
they no longer listened to his sermons!

Conclusion: What sacrifices others were willing to
make so that we could have aBible. What atragedy
itisthat so few of usread the Bibles their blood and
sweat made readily availableto us!
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Eachweek youwill receiveahandout focusingon
the book you are about to read. It isdesigned to
helpyouget moreout of your timein God sWord.
The handouts all follow a similar format:

Background

This section gives you a brief overview of the
“Book of the Week.” By discussing the author,
setting, and plot of the book, you are encour-
aged to put each book in context.

Key Text

The central passage of each book is quoted.
Memorizing these verses will help you to grasp
the heart of the Bible's message.

Theme

A brief list helps you know at a glance why
each book was written and what each book was
trying to accomplish.

Sermon Outlines

Thisisthe only tricky part of the Look at the
Book program. Each Sunday, you receive the
handout for the next week’ s reading—so that
you have the information about a book as you
read it. The sermon outline included in the
handout, however, is for this week’' s sermon—
so you can follow along and be a better listener.

For example, the sermon outline in the first
handout is The B-1-B-L-E . . . alook at the
sacrifices people were willing to make so that
we could have aBible. Everything elsein the
handout, however, isfocused on Genesis. The
second handout will include a sermon outline
on Genesis (as you think about the book you
have just read), but everything elsein the
handout will focus on Exodus (the book you
will be reading next). Got it?



to Enhance Your Study

Outline of Book

A good outline is one of the most helpful means
of grasping what abook is about. Each week,
this section gives a bird’ s-eye view of the
“Book of the Week.”

Small Group Study

Each handout includes a Bible study designed
for use in homes and other small group settings.
Each study, of course, is based on the reading
for that week. Bible classteachers may also
find helpful questions for dialogue.

Christ in the Book

The Bible, from first to last, is the story of
Jesus. What does each book teach us about the
Messiah? What are the prophecies or principles
which apply to him? This section highlights the
way Christ istaught in every book.

Major Lessons

A list of the important teachings of each book is
provided. Ideasfor Bible classes or Sunday
evening sermons can be gleaned from this
material.

Christ in Genesis

This book of beginnings also anticipates the coming of Christ.
Thougl believe, several

clearly tothefaithful and show the plan of God to bring His Son
to the world.

Prophecies:
The " seed” of woman (Ge3:15): This isthefirst prophecy of
sin separation

Major Lessons
1. Election
Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob and Joseph are al called by God
and chosen for their place in the history of God's people.
Sometimes, Jacob,
traditional ways of doing things.

2. Salvation
As soon as man committed sin, God made it plain that He was

forall men(Ro5:14ff). Tl ‘seed” whichwill
come. Hewill crush Satan’s head (bring an end to Satan and his
work), but He will be bruised (crucifiction and resurrection).
Starting from this passage, the prophecies and promises of the
Christ continue until their fulfilment in Jesus. (cf Heb 2:9-15;
Gal 4:4-5)

The*seed” of Abraham (Ge 12:1-4; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4;
28:14): TH the
Patriarchs is that through their posterity salvation should be

world. Tt canbeseen
in Christ (Jn 8:36; Gal 3:16-19; Ro 4:13-25).

The*Lion" of Judah (Ge49:10): *Shiloh" means pacifier,
or peacemaker; used in a concrete sense, he who is peaceful,
secure. Threethings are predicted in thisverse. First, thetribe
of dudahwill remain until the Redeemer should apper. Second,

Peace (Eph 2:14) Judeh. Third,
His rule will extend over the nations (Rev 5:5)

Types.
Adam (Ge 1: :14; 1C0 15:45

Melchizedek (Ge 14:18ff): Ps110:4; Heb 6:20-7:28
Isaac (Ge 21:12): Heb 11:18-19

Jacob's L adder (Ge 28:10-17): Jn 1:51

Why Did God Speak To Men Through Prophecy?

1. If their views had been limited to the present, the

covenant people would have been in danger of be-

coming selfish.

‘The promiseof theMessiahwasa means of retaining

the allegiance of the peopleto the Lord during times

of calamity.

The promise of the Messiah was ameans of promot-

ing genuinepiety and truedevotionto God. Only the

righteous would receive the blessings:

Prophecy prepared the way for Christ, so that, when
> Hemight

of the prediction with the fuifillment.
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Ge3:15,4:4,and 22:8 may all refer to
thework Christ was to do.

3.

Even before the fall, man had atask to do in the world (1:28).
. After thefal, it

(3:17-19)

4. Rest

Theideaof oneday in seven being arest day comes from these
earliest chapters of the Bible (2:2, 3). This notion precedes the
command given to Moses.

5 St
Anevil influenceisintroduced into theworld. Satan, active and
lying and scheming, is shown at work in God's creation.

6. Death
Desth is threatened (3:3), overcome (5:24), and often encoun-
tered (e.g. 49:1-50:3). Itisoneof the chief fearsof man. There
are two deaths encountered: physical and spiritural

7. Marriage
Marriage i insiituted by God as an honorable and holy state
(2:18-25). It forms the thread from which the entire fabric of
humen society is woven

8. Worship
From thevery beginning, man has had the privilege and respon-
sibility to worship God (4:1-7).

9. Soul

Itis during the creation of man that God brezthes into his body
both life and the eternial soul. The eternal spirit or soul distin-
quishes man from anima life (2:7).

10. Providence
God's activity in the events of history is an ever present reality
as demonstrated in theife of Joseph (37:1-36; 39-50).
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Outline

I::( Small Group Study I:

The History of the Primitive World (1-11)
A. The Creation (1-2)

1. Creation in general (1)

2. Creation of man in particular (2)
8. TheFall (3-6)

1. Fall of man; expulsion from paradise (3) 1

2. History of Adam and descendants (4-5)
3. Increase of wickedness and the flood (6)
C. TheFlood (7-8)
D. The New World (9-11)
1. Intoxication of Noah (9)
2. Distribution of peoples (10)
3. Dispersion of mankind (11) 3

~

The History of the Patriarchs (12:1-50:26)
A. Abraham's Life: Covenant Promise (12:1-23:20)
1. Covenant faith begins (12:1-14:24) 4.

a God's promiseto Abraham (12:1-4)

b, wanderings of Abraham (12:5-13:1) 5.

c. dispute and division of the and (13:2-18)
d. kings of the east capture Lot (14:1-24)
2. Covenant faith tested (15:1-21:21) 1
an heir promised (15:1-20)
Ishmael not the heir (16:1-15)
circumcisionasign of the covenant (17:1-27)
son promised to Abram and Sereh (18:1-15)
Sodom and Gomorreh (18:16-19:38)
Abraham visits Abimelech (20:1-19)
. Isac born and Ishmael driven out (21:1-21) [ 2.
3. Covenant faith perfected (22:1-23:20)
a offering of Isaac (22:1-19)
b, death of Sarah (23:1-20)
Life of Isaac: Covenant Passed On (24:1-26:33)
1. Marriageto Rebekah (24:1-67)
2. Isaac and his sons (25:19-26)
3. Saleof the birthright by Esau (25:27-34)
4. Covenant Given to Isaac (26:1-5)
5. Deception of Ablimelech (26:6-33)
Life of Jacob - Covenant Pursed (27:1-36)
1. Secures physical blessing by deceit (27:1-45)
2. Theflight to Haran (27:46-29:14)
3. Lifein Haran (29:31-30:43) a,
4. Laban Pursues Jacob (31:1-55)
5. Peace with Esau and lifein Canaan (32:1-36:43)
Joseph's Life: Covenant Practiced (37:1-50:25)
1. Histraining by trials (37:1-40:23)
a Joseph the dreamer (37:1-11)
b, soldinto Egypt (37:12-40:23)
¢ Judeh and Tamar (38:1-30)
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Warm-up:
Shareatimein your lifewhen you spent agreat deal of money
for something of little value.

Look at the Book

Looking Closer:

@

o

Genesis 25:21-34
What significance has Jacob’s name and his holding to
Esaur's heel with Jacob's personality in this story?

Do you think Jacob was being cold and hard when
Esau asked for “aswallow of that red stff” and he would
not giveit to him until Esau sold his birthright?

food? Doyouthink hewasreally about todie, or that hejust
thought he was about to die?

Why wasthe birthright so important?

Why do you think Esau *despised” his birthright?

If you were Jacob, how would you react to Esau despising
his birthright?

a Itsminenow!

b. 1 didn't think he would do it

c. I knew hedidn't want it

d. Hedidn't deserve it anyway.

if spiritual blessing, take
for youto sall it?

a Very litile. They are not worth much.

b, Not much. They can be purchased again.

c. A great deal, but it has got to be the right price.

d. 1 would not sell it for any price!

What would cauise you to despise your spiritual blessing?
a Theexample of an unfaithful Christian.

b, My own faithless action.

c. Nothing.

d. Not valuing my “birthright" sufficiently.

‘What do you think about the moral implicationsin Jacob's
deception? Was he right or wrong? Why?

Do you think we can be deceptive and please God? f there
was one thing in the world that you really wanted, would
youusedeception o get it? What would it be? How doyou
think God would react?

2. Histriumph by testing (41:1-50:25) Look Around:
a preparation for famine (41:1-5: Go around the group and share with them two of your greatest
b. confrontation with his brothers (42:1-45:28) spiritual blessings.
3. His death (50:22-26)
A
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Schedule

Week Handout Title Handout Page # Week Handout Title Handout Page #
I:I Genesis: TheDramaBegins...........c.ccevevenene 1-4 | Malachi: Sounds of Silence............... 101-104
I:I Exodus: God ComesDown.........c.cceevreerenne 5-8 Gospels: Greatest Story Ever Told.... 105-108
I:I Leviticus: Making aHoly People ............. 9-12 Luke: Jesusthe Man .........ccccccccucneeee. 109-112
I:I Numbers: Obey or Pay ........ccccceeeerenene 13-16 Acts I: Can't Keep a Good Man Down.. 113-116
I:I Deuteronomy: Blessingsand Curses .... 17-20 Acts Il: How the West was Won ..... 117-120
[ ] J0b: Why Me, Lord? .o 21-24 Galatians: Born Free ................. 121-124
I:I Joshua: Canaan or Bust .........ccccceeveeuenene. 25-28 1/2 Thessalonians: Christian Primer ... 125-128

Ruth: LoveStory ....cccooveeviiiniiiiiics 33-36
1 Samuel: TakeMeto Your Leader ....... 37-40
2 Samuel: TheBest of Times............... 41-44
Psalms: The Song BooK ..........cccceeeeieeene 45-48
1 Kings: TheGood, Bad & Ugly I............ 49-52
Proverbs: Mini-Pearls.........cccccovvennnn. 53-56
Ecclesiastes: Wine, Women, & Song .. 57-60
2 Kings: The Good, Bad, & Ugly II ......... 61-64
Pre-Exilic Prophets: Apocaypse Now ..... 65-68

Isaiah I: DaretoDiscipline........cccceeu... 69-72
Isaiah I1: Glimpsesof Glory ................. 73-76
Jeremiah: Going, Going, Gone! ............ 77-80
Ezekiel: ToweringInferno .........ccccc.c...... 81-84
Daniel: Dream Weaver .........cccccoeeeeenen 85-88

Post-Exilic Prophets: Recessis Over ....... 89-92
Esther: Foiled Holocaust............c.cccceuene. 93-96
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Ezra /Nehemiah: Follow the Leader 97-100

Instructions:

There are 49 weeksin the Look at the Book
program. The date to the left of each line
indicates the Sunday on which you will receive
aparticular handout. Y ou will receive the
handout the Sunday before you do the reading.

1 Corinthians: Onein the Spirit..... 129-132
2 Corinthians: Imitation of Christ .. 133-136
Romans: To Romewith Love........... 137-140
James: Practice What You Preach .... 141-144
Mark: Jesusthe Servant .........c.c.ce.... 145-148
Ephesians: Give Peace a Chance..... 149-152
Colossians: To Know Him............... 153-156
Philippians: United We Stand ......... 157-160
1/2 Timothy: Never Say Die .......... 161-164
Titus: Sharp FOCUS........ccoovniriiennne 165-168
1/2 Peter & Jude: Going Gets Tough ... 169-172

Matthew: JesustheKing................. 173-176
Hebrews: New and Improved ........... 177-180
John: Jesusthe God/Man................... 181-184

1/2 /3 John: Confident Christians.. 185-188
Revelation: When Worlds Collide .. 189-192
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The Battle for the Bible ............... 193-194

For example, you will receive the handout for
Genesison| | You should read through
Genesis during the following week and come
prepared to dig alittle deeper into the book the
next Sunday during worship and Bible class.



Forget Me Not

I ntroduction:

For dl the wonder and complexity of the human brain, in spite of man'sintdligence and ability to
learn, regardless of our capacity for abstract thought and mental gymnastics, many of us have
trouble remembering the name of someone we met only moments before! Brag dl you want to
about your talent for learning . . . it's not what you learn but what you can remember that makes
the difference in the end.

Why are we s0 prone to forget? Psychologigistel usthat forgetting occurs at an darming rate.
1. Much of what we "forget" we never even hear becauise we don't pay attention.
2. Over 50% of what we do hear and pay close attention to is forgotten within minutes.
3. The amdl piece of memory that remainsis likely to be distorted in someway - what we
remember does not always correspond with what actualy happened.

The news gets even worse. Sometimes our problem is not forgetfulness but the motivation to
recal. The child who is caught jumping on the bed for the tenth timein the last hour may claim
to have forgotten his mother'swarning. In redlity, hedidn't forget . . . hejust didn't want to
remember!

The book of Judges is atextbook on human forgetfulness. One of the most interesting themes
of thisbook is the amazing capacity of the Israditesto forget God. They "forgot the Lord their
God" (3:7) and "did not remember the Lord their God" (8:34). Perhapsthey didn't pay close
atention in thefirst place. Perhaps, in time, they forgot what he commanded them to do.
Perhaps they just weren't very motivated to remember. Whatever the case, they spent many
miserable years proving that man's poor memory affects not just his ability to recal names or
anniversaries but to remember his God as well.

|. A Pattern isEstablished

A. Chapter 2. The Template for Judges
This chepter setsthe theme for the book. A pattern developsin this chapter that will
recur throughout the remainder of the book. In this chapter, we learn something not just
about the Israglites but about ourselves aswell. If we think we are any different from
them, we are sadly mistaken.

1. A Leader Dies
a. Read Judges 2:7-9
b. So long as Joshua lived, the people served the Lord.
c¢. However, no leader livesforever. When this man, so committed to God and to
obeying his commands, when he dies, these people react in away that is
completely characterigtic of usdl.
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2. Apostasy Occurs
a. Read Judges 2:10-13
b. A new generation did not know God.
i. It wasn't that they had not heard about what God had done for their forefathersin
Egypt or in the wilderness or in the land of Canaan.
il. They had heard dl right. They just forgot what they heard.
c. In the course of one generation, they forgot God and quickly began to do evil in His eyes.
A wholesale apostasy takes place among the Isradlites. In lessthan 25 years, the
| sraelites went from complete consecration to God to complete gpostasy.
3. God Punishes
a. Read Judges 2:14-15
b. God's anger brings punishment on His people.
I. Just as God had used the Isradlites to punish the Canaanites, not God usesthe
Canaanites to discipline his people.
ii. They were defeated in battle and harassed by raiding parties.
c. They werein "great distress' (vs 15).
4. God Saves
a. Read Joshua 2:16
b. God raised up new leadersfor his people.
¢. These men, who listened and obeyed, ddivered the people from their enemies.
Trangtion: Read Joshua 2:17-19
The same pattern asserts itsdf time after time. God raises up aleader. The people return
to God until the leader dies. The people forget God once more. God punishes his people
until, once more, he raises up aleader.
B. The Pattern Followed Throughout Judges
1. Othnid - 37-11
a Joshuadies.
b. Read 3:7 - The lsradlites forget God.
. Cushan-Rishahaim, king of Aram
i. Aninvason from the north-east.
ii. He oppresses Israel for 8 years.
d. Othnid - 40 years of peace.
2. Ehud - 3:12-30
a Othnid dies
b. Read 3:12 - The Isradites forget God.
c. Eglon, King of Moab
I. An invason from the south-east.
ii. Eglon oppresses |sradl for 18 years.
d. Ehud and his successor give Isragl 80 years of peace.
3. Deborah - Chapters 4-5
a Ehud dies
b. Read 4:1 - The Isradlites forget God.
c. Jabin, king of Canaan
i. Aninvason from the north
ii. Jabin oppresses Isradl for 20 years
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4. Gideon - Chapters 6-8
a. Deborah passes from the scene.
b. Read 6:1 - The Isradlites forget God.
¢. Midianites (to the south) oppressfor 7 years.
d. 40 years of peace under Gideon.
e. Read 8:33-34
5. Jephthah - Chapters 10-12
a The lgradlites forget God (10:6)
b. Philistines and Ammonites oppress for 18 years.
¢. God raised up Jephthah for 6 years.
6. Sampson - Chapters 13-16
a The lgadlites forget God (13:1)
b. Philistines oppress for 40 years.
¢. God raises up Sampson for 20 years of peace.

II. Lessonsfor God's People of All Times
A. Apostasy isthe Rule, Not the Exception
1. The Isradlites kept forgetting God.
a You would think they'd findly learn their lesson!
b. But the point of this book is that these people kept forgetting!
I. Sometimes it took 40 years for them to forget.
ii. Other timesit took only 5 or 6 years.
2. Isthe New Isradl any different from the Old?
a We arejust asliable to forget as they were.
b. Though we hear dl the stories about what God has done for our forefathers, we are
no more likely to remember than they.
¢. How many "restoration movements' have there been in church higtory, cdling usto
remember the way thingswere? After each movement grew up anew generation
who forgot their God.
3. Apostasy isthe Rule, not the Exception, for God's People.
a Apogtasy shouldn't surprise the church. It isonly a matter of time unlesswe are
very much on our guard.
b. Apodtasy is only ageneration away. All it takesisthe falureto indill aburning love
of God in the hearts of those who will take the reins when we are gone.
B. God Disciplines Those He L oves
1. We marve at the patience of God.
a God never gives up on His people.
i. I would have given up on them when they complained o bitterly in the wilderness.
il. | surely would have given up on them after about the 3rd or 4th bout of
forgetfulness here in Judges.
ili. But God never gives up. He becomes angry with them. Heisdisgppointed in
them. But he never gives up.
b. Even when they forget him repestedly, when they rebel and follow other gods, God
continues to draw them closer to Himsdif.
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2. God's discipline is designed to bring his people back.
a God consgently punishes his people in this book.
i. He brings wars and famine and poverty on them.
il. They labor under foreigners who make them miserable,

b. But, like afather who loves his children, God's intent is not to cause suffering so

much asto bring repentance. He wants his people back.
3. The same rules gpply to the Church today.

a When wefind oursdvesin the worgt crises, when everything is going wrong and we
want to giveit dl up, perhapsit istime to think about returning to God and
recommiting ourselves to his Lordship.

b. Disciplineisasign of God's continued love, not of his aandonment. It isan invitation
to return to him and to live under hisblessings. It isarequest for repentance.

4. If gpodtasy isthe rule rather than the exception, it might be equadly true that disciplineis
also the norm. God's discipline shouldn't surprise us. It isawarning thet things are
not as they should be and an inducement to return to the fold.

C. God Uses L eadersto Restore His People
1. Itisaways when God raises up aleader that change takes place among his people.
a Thisentire book is about the men and women whom God choosesto lead his
people back to himsdf.
b. They were not the most likely candidates for leading.
i. One was the son of a progtitute.
ii. Another was a doubting Thomas who asked for 3 Sgns before he would accept
God'scal.
iii. Y et another was awoman.
¢. One of the gresat things Judges shows us about the |sraglitesis their willingnessto
follow the leaders God chooses for them. When they recognized that God had
raised up aleader, they followed that leader whole-heartedly.
2. God raises up leaders today.
a They are not aways the mogt likely candidates.
i. They won't dways be drawn from the elders, deacons or preachers.
ii. Title does not convey the right to lead in God's kingdom - only God gives that.
iii. There may be someone in this congregation today whom God is preparing to lead
usinto the future - someone with a burning commitment to be obedient to God.
b. Like the Isradlites of old, we must be wise enough to recognize when God israising
up aleader and to follow the leader God givesto us.
i. How will we recognize such aleader?
a) He will befull of God's spirit.
b) He will demand obedience to God.
il. How should we follow such aleader?
a) Heart and sou - He leads us back to God.
b) Lead, follow, or get out of the way!
c. Itisonly through strong and visionary leadership that real changes will take placein
the church.
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i, Background: J U D G E S

The title “Judges’ refers to the men and women whose deeds are . .
On Again, Off Again

recorded in this book. The Hebrew judges were primarily liberators,
deliverers, champions, heroes, sheikhs--menof war, not peace; men of the
sword, not men of the courts; and not always men.

TheHebrewtitleisShophetim, meaning* Judges, Rulers, Deliver er sor Key Text: Jdg2:10-13
Saviors.” TheGreek wordisKritai, meaning “ Judges.” After that whole generation had been
gatheredtotheir fathers, another gen-

Author: . .

Again, scholarship is divided concerning the author. Various authors eration grew up, who knew neither the
have been suggested: Phinehas, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ezraand Lord nor what he had done for Israel.
Samuel. The majority of scholars attribute the book to Samuel, the last Thenthe lsraelitesdid evil in the eyes
of thejudgesof Isragl. Who wrote thisbook is, perhaps, lessimportant of theLord and servedtheBaals. They
than the fact that God has preserved for us abook of singular power and forsook the Lord, the God of their

unblinking realism. fathers, who had brought them out of

Egypt. They followed and wor shiped

Date:

Judgeswaswritten after the establishment of themonarchy (9:1, 21:25), various gods of the peoples around
but before the capture of Jerusalem (1:21) by David (2Sa5:6-8). The them. They provoked the Lord to
Canaaniteswerestill inGezer (1:29--Thecity wasl ater givento Solomon’s anger because they forsook him and
wife--1Ki 9:16). Therefore, themost probabl etimeof writingwassometime served Baal and the Ashtoreths.

beforethewriting of 2 Samuel.

TimeSpan: [Also, read chapter 21:25.]
Therecord of Judges starts at the death of Joshua (1:1) and continues
to the rise of Samuel. It isimpossible to determine the exact years.
Approximately 300to 350yearsarecovered. Somejudgesmay haveruled
concurrently (e.g. Jephthah and Samson) or overlapped each other. Theme:

.  ToshowthattheLordwill nottolerate

ToWhom Written: Thelsraelitesingeneral sin. (Thisistrueinrespecttothosewho

Summary: 2:11-23 areHischildrenaswell asthosewho

When Joshua dies, he leaves no successor to the leadership of Isragl. arenot.)

Therefore, therewas no central government to hold the tribes together. [I.  Toshowthat whenhispeoplerepent of sins
Consequently, “ every man did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6, and obey Jehovah, Godwill givethem

18:1,19:1, 21:25). Thepromisedlandhad not beenfully conquered (1:21- ddiverance.
36) andthe Canaanitesremained aseriousthreat tol srael’ spower. Much ) .
of what took place during this period isnot written down for usto read. . To ShOW_ that whenhumansareleft totheir
However, the cycle of events depicts the entire period: a decline in owndevice, chaosensues.

morals, despotism by an oppressor, desperate criesfor help, adeliverer
comes to assist.

Judges demonstratesin a bold way that
faith and obedience cannot be neglected.

Thiswasan ageof war, aperiod of rough, barbaric |awlessnessthat was
demoralizingfor Isradl. Butworst of all, itwasanageof mora and spiritua
decline. Israel allowed theinfluence of Baal to permeateitsworship of
Jehovah and the conscience of the peoplewas corrupted. Thus, Judges
stands in contrast with the book of Joshua. Joshua was a period of
victory, Judgesaperiod of failure. It demonstratesin abold way that
faith and obedience cannot be neglected.
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Sermon Outline I

The God of Judgment

Introduction:

Early inthe second century, one of the most interesting
heretics in all of church history came to prominence.
Marcion was a wealthy ship owner from the region of
the Black Sea. He gave up his business, however, and
decided to spend the remainder of hislife dabbling in
theology. Although hewasthe son of an elder, hisown
father excommunicated him because of his eccentric
teachings in the church there. Sometime around A.D.
140, he came to Rome seeking membership in the
church in that place.

While in Rome, Marcion preached the gospel as he
thought it really happened. The Old Testament, in his
view, wasthe product of asick and evil mind. “Look at
al thelying, pillage, and killing,” he said. “L ook at the
favoritism: Y ahweh selectsarace of idolatrous schem-
ers to be his chosen people, and calls an adulterous
murdering brigand ‘a man after my own heart.” No,”
concluded Marcion, “the one who made the world and
inspired the Old Testament could not be good . . . The
Old Testament god may bethe powerful creator, but he
is not the good heavenly father Jesus proclaimed.”

Marcion preached that Christians must reject the Old
Testament entirely. He believed Jesus opposed the
work of the Old Testament god, claiming that Jesus
really said (at Mt 4:17), “1 have not cometo fulfill the
law but to destroy it.” Marcion could not reconcile the
God of gentleness and mercy that he saw in Jesus with
the god of judgment and punishment he saw in the Old
Testament.

Finally, he was excommunicated again. He became a
travelling preacher, winning many converts to his
thinking and establishing Marcionite churches
throughout the East.

Haveyou ever had Marcion’ sproblem
with the Old Testament?

Outline:
I. TheDilemma of the Book of Joshua
A. Passagesin this book which cause problems.
Jos 6:20-21 - the fate of Jericho
Jos 8:24-28 - the fate of Ai
Jos 10:40; 11:18-20 - the fate of Canaan
This is a book about war and bloodshed. All of it is at the
instigation of the God we worship.
B. These passages highlight a major problem many have with the
God of the Old Testament.
1. Examples of this same problem from other books:
a. theFlood (Ge 6-8)
b. Sodom and Gomorrah (Ge 19)

2. How can the God we know from the New Testament, the God
we seein theface of Jesus, theloving and compassionate God
of the cross, possibly be responsible for thiskind of death and
destruction?

pwWDNE

I1. The Message of the Book of Joshua
A. TheEarthistheLord's.
1. Hecreated it, maintainsit, and determines its fate.
2. Especiadly true with Canaan -- “the Lord’ sland” (Jos 22:19).
B. HeBlessesthose who Obey Him -- faith and obedience led to the
inheritance of Canaan.
1. Read Joshua 1:6-9
2. “Success’ in conquering the land was conditioned on the
obedience of Joshua and those who followed.
3. If they would be obedient, God would bless their efforts.
C. He Judges Those Who Disobey Him.
1. Thiswastrue of His chosen people: Ex. of Achan (Jos 7).
2. Thiswasequally true of other nationsaswell: God judged and
punished Egypt (Ge 15:13-14).

I11.The God of Judgment
A. A “Full Measure” of Sin
1. Read Genesis 15:16: The time would come for the descen-
dants of Abraham to drive out the Canaanites and take posses-
sion of the land.
2. TheSinsof theCanaanites: A degraded anddegradingreligion
-- Baal and Ashtoreth.
B. Joshua: An Introduction to the God Who Judges
1. A book about God's holy war.
2. A book about a God who judges.

Conclusion:
The God of the second Joshua (Jesus) isthe God of thefirst Joshua also.
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Christ in Judges

There are no specific references to Christ in Judges. However,
there does seem to be an alusion of the pre-incarnate Christ, the
Word, in passagesthat relateto the Angel of Jehovah. Wedo not
mean to suggest in any way that Christ is a created being or an
angel insubmission. Christ, or theWord,isGod. But oneof the
manifestations of the Word inthe Old Testament isin the Angel
of Jehovah.

In this dark period of the Judges, the Angel of the Covenant
appearsto Joshuaand statesthat Heisthe Onewho brought them
fromtheland of Egypt and that He had established the covenant
withthem (2:1). For anyonefamiliar withthe previoushistory of
the Israglites, this person speaking could be none other than
Jehovah. At His words “the people lifted up their voices and
wept...and there they sacrificed tothe Lord.”

About 150 years later, He appeared to Gideon to call him to his
great work of deliveringlsrael. Gideondidnot recognizethatthis
was the Lord(6:13, 22). But the reader of Judgesis not left to
doubt (vss 11 and 14). Gideon brought a burnt offering and a
meat offering, and the Angel of the Lord commanded himto lay
them upon the rock and He touched the offering with His staff,
the Angel did something only God could rightfully do — He
accepted the offering. It was only then that Gideon recognized
hewasinthe presence of theL or d and had seen Him facetoface.
Fear cameinto his heart for he knew this meant death. But the
Lord assured him that he would not die (vss 22-24).

Thirty yearsafter thiseventtheL or d appeared againasthe Angel
of Jehovah to the wife of Manoah, then again to her and her
husband together (13:2-23). Manoah did not recognize the
“man” (vs 8) who spoke to them as the Lord (vs 16). When
sacrifice was commanded and accepted, they both realized that
thiswas Jehovah and experienced the samefear of death Gideon
had earlier (vs22-23). 1t wasduring thisencounter that they ask
the name of the “man.” The Angel said, “Why do you ask my
name, seeing it is wonderful?’ (vs 18). Literally, He said His
name was “incomprehensible” or “wonderful.” Later thisname
isused by Isaiah (9:6) asaprophetic namefor theMessiah. Thus
wearebrought facetofacewith theLord JesusChristin one
of His pre-incar nate forms, the Angel of Jehovah.

Topics I
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Major Lessons

. We cannot retain sin and serve God.

Sin |eft in the heart becomes a snare.

Sin brings punishment.

. The power that defeats the enemy is Jehovah — not the

strength and wisdom of man.

. Appearances of the Angel of Jehovah or the Angel of the

Lord: HeappearedtoHagar (Ge 16:7-14), to Abraham (Ge
18:1-33; 22:11-18), to Jacob (Ge 31:11-13), to Moses (Ex
3:2-5; cf. In 8:58), to Israel (Ex 14:19; cf. 23:20; 32:34), to
Balaam (Nu 22:22-35), to Joshua (Jdg 2:1-5), to Gideon
(Jdg 6:11-23), to Manoah (Jdg 13:2-25), to David (1Ch
21:15-17) and to Elijah (1Ki 19:5-7). In Genesis 18, one of
the three “men” that appeared to Abraham is repeatedly
represented as Jehovah (vss 13, 17, 20, 22-33).

God doesnot alwayslook to men of high morality or perfect
character and behavior to be deliverers. But God doescall
men out that they may act asHis servants. Aslong asthey
yield to that calling, God speaks, acts, and glorifies His
namethrough them. Assoon asmen beginto act and speak
for themselves, to set themselves up as heroes and tyrants
above their fellowmen, they rebel from God. God rulesin
the affairs of men. For manto governwithout Himisfolly.

. Thecyclesof thebook giveclear evidencethat peopleare

the samein every age. When man strays away from God,
heis on hisway to disaster.

. Theseven cyclesof thebook are seeninthefollowing four

areas.
Apostasy relapseinto sin
Servitude retribution for sin
Pleading repentance from sin
Deliverance rescue from sin
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V.

Outline I

Introduction (1:1-3:6)

A.

B.

From Joshua to Judges (1:1-2:5)

1. Summary of period after Joshua s death (1:1-8)
2. Summation of the activities of Judah (1:9-21)
3. Thefailure of Ephraim and Mannasseh (1:22-29)
4. Thefailure of the other tribes (1:30-36)

5. Theangedl of the Lord rebukes Israel (2:1-5)
General Religious Climate of the Times (2:6-3:6)
1. A remembrance of Joshua's death (2:6-10)

2. The apostasy of the people (2:11-15)

3. Therise of the Judges (2:16-23)

4. Nationsleftintheland (3:1-6)

The Oppressions and the Judges (3-16)
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. Oppressor—Mesopotamia, Deliverer—Othniel (3:7-11)
. Oppressor—Moabites, Deliverer—Ehud (3:12-30)

. Oppressor—Philistines, Deliverer—Shamgar (3:31)

. Oppressor—Canaanites, Deliverer—Deborah and

Barak (4:1- 5:31)

1. Therise of Deborah and Barak (4:1-9)

2. The battle against Sisera (4:10-17)

3. Thedeath of Sisera (4:18-24)

4. The Psalm of Deborah and Barak (5:1-31)
Oppressor—Midianites, Deliverer—Gideon (6:1-8:32)
The oppression by Midianites (6:1-10)

Call and commission of Gideon (6:11-26)
Gideon’ s fleece (6:27-40)

Selection of the 300 (7:1-8)

Midianites and Amalekites destroyed (7:9-8:21)
. Lapseinto idolatry (8:22-35)

Abortive Attempt of Abimelech to be King (9:1-57)
1. Abimelech made king conspiracy (9:1-6)

2. Jotham’'sfable (9:7-21)

3. Gaal’splot against Abimelech (9:22-41)
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. Shechemites destroyed (9:42-49)
. Death of Abimelech (9:50-57)

. Oppressor—Ammonites, Deliverer—Tolaand Jair

(10:1-9)

. Oppressor—Ammonites, Deliverer—Jephthah

(10:10-12:7)

1. Oppressed (10:11-18)

2. Cal of Jephthah (11:1-11)

3. Negotiations with Ammon (11:12-28)

4. Vow (11:29-40)

5. Conflict with Ephraim (12:1-7)

No Oppression, Judged by Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon
(12:8-15)

Oppressor—Philistines, Deliverer—Samson
(13:1-16:31)

1. Birth of Samson (13:1-25)

2. Marriage of Samson (14:1-20)

3. Victory and defeat of Samson (15:1-20 to 16:1-22)
4. Final victory of Samson (16:23-31)

Defeat of Israel Through Idolatry 17
Defeat of Israel Through Immorality 18
Defeat of Israel Through Civil War 19-21

Small Group Study I:

Warm-up:

What isone of thefunniest remarksyou haveheard from achild?
What isthe most complementary thing ateenager has said about
you?

Look at the Book Judges 11:29-40
1. Do you think that the vow Jephthah made was necessary?
Why?

2. If you were Jephthah, how would you handle the situation?
Keep my vow

Ask God to exempt my daughter

| would exempt my daughter

Ask God if | could substitute something else

Wonder if | had done something wrong

Curse God for allowing her to come out

TP ao o

3. Why do you think her attitude is so accepting?

Do you think that Jephthah actually offered his daughter as
aburnt offering? Do you think God would alow this?

5. What doyouthink verses37 - 39indicate about the sacrifice?
Why was she weeping?

Looking Closer:
1. Haveyouever madeavow tothel ord that you wishyou had
never made? (If so, will you share it with the group?)

2. Do you think that your commitment to Christ when you
became a Christian constitutes a vow?

3. What isthe difference between avow to God, and striking a
bargain with God? Can man ever bargain with God?

Looking Around:
Go around the group and have each person share what they want
most to happen in their spiritual life.
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